It is indeed a debatable question. In this paper reasoned justification will be provided with a critical eye. Furthermore, questions will be raised about the when and particularly about the where. The content of The World Games' programs will be briefly discussed and critically evaluated as well. As an example the author will use 2009 the World Games in Kaohsiung, Taiwan for discussion.
II. The World Games -a brief history
The World Games are held under the auspices of the International World Games Association (IWGA). Founded in 1981, IWGA is a non-governmental international organization constituted under Swiss law. It is made up of 32 International Sports Federations governing all those sports and disciplines of sports which are eligible for participation in the Official Sports Program. The IWGA administers a quadrennial and multidisciplinary sports event, The World Games, which aspires to equal and exceed the importance of world championships organized by each federation individually. The World Games are staged over a period of 11 days. They start with the Opening Ceremony and conclude with the Closing Ceremony.
Since its founding meeting in Seoul, Korea, IWGA membership has increased from 12 to 32 International Sports Federations. For an International Federation to become a Member of the IWGA, its recognition by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and/or its membership with the General Association of International Sports Federations (GAISF) are prerequisite. The IWGA is a member of GAISF and represented on the GAISF Council. Another requirement is that the sports, or disciplines of sports, proposed by the federations for inclusion in The World Games are not currently on the Sports Program of the Games of the Olympiad. The organization of The World Games is entrusted by the IWGA to an Organizing Committee formed by the host city and entities such as the National Olympic Committee, the regional government, etc. So far the Games have been held 7 times in various places and in 2009 will be held in Kaohsiung city, Taiwan from July 16-26 (table 1) . 
III. Justification of The World Games
There are several reasons to justify The World Games. In particular, they gives the hosting city the best opportunity to market the image of the city. The following section provides some key reasons why it is important to host The World Games. Each reason will be critically reviewed as well.
An alternative opportunity for the Olympic Games?
Mr. C.K. Wu (2009) , the IOC member from Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), believes that the World Games have great importance. They offer sports that cannot feature in the Olympics the opportunity to be part of a large festival in international sports. The World Games are also an excellent platform for sports with a view to their possible admission to the Olympic program. For example, karate, roller sports, rugby, softball and squash, among others, are currently applying for inclusion in 2016.
However, it seems that the Olympic Games now have reached saturation point. According to Cashman (2004, p. 124-125) , the program of the Olympic Games has reached its maximum size and for the time being, the number of sports, events as well as competing athletes, has been capped. Under this system, new sports can be added in the future only if some existing sports and events are removed. For example, the sport of water skiing (one of the World Games sporting events) was trying very hard to be included as one of the Olympic programs in 2004. The campaign by the International Water Ski Federation for inclusion in the Olympic Games had begun as early as 1991. However, the International Olympic Committee still decided to add no new sports to the Athens program. The IOC also agreed, in 2002, to limit the number of sports in the Games of the Olympiad to 28. There are currently 26 sports on the programme, leaving two slots open. Other changes approved two years later added more transparency and fairness to the evaluation process. The IOC established 33 criteria, with an emphasis on universality, popularity and image.
"The fact that so many sports want to be on the Olympic programme reflects the global appeal of the Games. It is important to have a well-defined, transparent evaluation process that is fair to all," said Franco Carraro, Chairman of the Olympic Programme Commission.
Hence, one should also note that the Olympic program is already crowded to capacity.
There was a historically contingent composition of the Olympic Programme, dominated by Western sports forms. In his previous paper, Eichberg argues that the hegemony of the Olympic programs is a force acting against other sports (and especially indigenous sports) -i.e. actively weakening them, as governments direct funding towards sports on the OP.
There is a need to work out the appropriate balance with the established sports and the new sports on the Olympic program. This is a difficult task. As Cashman (2004, p. 129) continues to stress that there was no precise definition of an Olympic sport -it needs an international federation to defend its interests and for the global spread of a sport -it should have a significant presence in seventy-five countries for men and fifty-five for women -and the issue of a sport being accessible to both men and women is the most important 'identified criteria'. In this sense, from the view of promoting "Sports for All", it is suggested that the IWGA needs to work on its own and to be fully independent in order to make The World Games more visible internationally and globally.
Political and economical reasons
The impact of the World Games also has other dimensions -political and economic. Politically, for the 2009 Games, it is the first time that Taiwan is organizing an international multi-sport-event. According to Mr. C. K. Wu (2009) , Taiwan has been isolated from international sports for a long time. Now it has the opportunity to welcome the youth of the world for the first time. This gives people in Taiwan the feeling of being part of the world of sports.
However, one should also note that the relationship between Taiwan and China has always been very subtle. Any overly nationalistic behavior, or political independent/denational/global movement might create potential tension between the two sides. Typically, boycott has been the way to deny the justification of the games. Thus, the purpose of organizing such mega-events for the host city should be clear; separate sports from politics. The host city however, might consider including cultural activities, or even peace programs in the World Games.
From the economic perspective, The World Games 2009 have brought about investments into the city's infrastructure, such as the new rapid transit system in Kaohsiung. Moreover, the local government has been gaining important know-how and experience as organizers. At the same time, Taiwan can present itself on the stage of international sports. However, as a citizen of the host city/nation and a sports policy researcher, it is necessary to carefully follow the process of organizing this mega event. There are still a few issues that an organizing committee (e.g. the KOC) should provide with a clear picture, such as the bidding and overall cost, and the missions of hosting the Games. These are related to the following questions: What are the major legacies? Who should be involved and who cares? What else can be invested for the host city/nation?
Legacies of The World Games
The World Games' legacies are not only the long-term economic impacts being discussed above. There is knowledge and history that makes The World Games a premier event. Building up positive legacies should be a further reason to justify the World Games as a premier event for the host city/nation. One can learn from the successful model of hosting the Olympic Games. According to Gratton & Preuss (2008) there are three main reasons why the Olympic Games and the IOC (International Olympic Committee) would benefit. First, a positive legacy avoids the public in the host city/nation blaming the IOC and providing evidence as to why the event has been good for the city/nation. Secondly, it legitimises the necessity to invest enormous public funds for building a permanent or temporary event infrastructure. And finally, a positive legacy would motivate other potential host cities to bid for the Olympic Games in the future.
Likewise, it can be argued that The World Games can bring the world's best athletes in those non-Olympic sports which unite in their common search for excellence. While the IWGA explicitly accepts and adheres to all principles of the Olympic Charter, the multi-sport games differ from the Olympics in one important aspect. The host is never required to build facilities or extend upon available infrastructure for the sake of The World Games alone. Ideally, the event is to be staged at existing venues, in appropriately sized facilities, which have been planned or built regardless of the candidate host bidding for The World Games. This condition influences the composition of The World Games program. Not all IWGA sports feature necessarily on all editions of The World Games. Existing infrastructure and venues in and around the host city are the determining factor for the sports' selection to be on the Official Sports Program.
But for the city of Kaohsiung (not the capital) being located in the south of Taiwan, it is quite clear that the Main Stadium would not have been built without The World Games 2009. It is a stateof-the-art sports venue. With its solar panels, it is especially environmentally friendly. The stadium will be a landmark of Kaohsiung. The host city hopes that The World Games 2009 will make the city known around the world, to make it increasingly attractive for tourists. No doubt, the stadium will be the major legacy for Kaohsiung citizens. Consequentially, as a citizen of the host city or the nation, one should also pay attention to the post-games' effect and monitor whether the Main Stadium can be well run with at least a good financial balance without burdening those citizens (taxpayers), i.e. creating debt.
Conservation of The World Games knowledge
Apart from creating an ever-lasting as well as sustainable stadium, in order to preserve the knowledge based know-how and the educational purpose, it is suggested that each host city of the World Games should also build up "The World Games Knowledge Facilities". To create a "World Games Museum" is one example. Just like all other Olympic Museums around the world (especially the Olympic Museum in Lausanne), a World Games Museum is a place to remember and review the attraction of successful openings and closings of the Games, and to experience significant views and the meaning of the World Games history.
It is not just a space for a simple or single subject, but a space that welcomes direct participation and experience sharing. So it is suggested that IWGA should assist each host city/country to establish at least one World Games Museum in order to extend the life and memory of the Games. The Museum is expected to be built not just as a museum but as a Knowledge Service Center as well. This proposed museum, together with the function of knowledge dissemination and preservation (Knowledge Service Center), will be capable of delivering a wide range of management, education and consulting services to organizing committees, candidate cities of the Games and many other sports events, the general public, research institutions, and even private and governmental sectors. It will also ensure that the knowledge or key information derived from the Games is successfully transferred to other applicants and organizers.
Besides the above suggestion, "The World Games Knowledge Facilities" will also promote cross-cultural communication. Professor Ren Hai (2008, p. 61) from China mentioned that crosscultural communication occupies an important role and function in the Olympic Education. Furthermore, he pointed out that "Mutual borrowing and transplantation between nations and territories are extremely important for the development of Olympic Education" (ibid, p. 62). This task would also fulfill a worldwide information network within the "World Games Knowledge Facilities". The basic concept is that any scholar who would like to conduct the World Games-related research may use "The World Games Museum Facilities" which contain study rooms with a digital library and a multinational network.
Where and When?
It can be understood that if a mega-sport event creates a positive development (e.g. the Olympic Games), there would be a more competitive bidding process amongst candidate cities. As a matter of fact, The World Games so far has been creating a very positive image. As long as the candidate cities are capable of organizing the Games, there seems to be no reason to reject the will of any candidate city. Just one thought for the possible future development of the World Games. For the sake of resource integration and spreading the World Games' positive image more globally and efficiently, perhaps one can think of combining the hosting sites of the Olympic Games with the sites of the World Games. In other words, many Olympic sporting facilities can be reused for the World Games after each Summer Olympics. So a suggestion for the timing of hosting the future World Games could be that they could take place one year later or the year after the Summer Olympics.
The festival atmosphere will last for a while even after the Paralympics. Currently, there is concern about the hosting timing in Kaohsiung from 2009, July 16-26. Since Kaohsiung is located in the south of Taiwan, it can be very hot for European athletes and staff members during that period. Hence, many outdoor events might need to be rearranged -from outdoor into indoor -or changed to evening events (Jeng & Liao 2009, p. 349) .
The World Games' programs and their educational values
The principal aim of the IWGA is to develop the popularity of the sports governed by its Member Federations, to improve their prominence through excellent sporting achievements, and to conserve all the traditional values of sport. The athletes get to experience some of the Olympic spirit because The World Games are also a get-together for the youth of the world. However, one can also note that some of those sports events (table 2) are not easy to promote in certain countries due to a different sporting culture in each host city/nation as well as due to the cost of participating in a particular event. For example, squash is a sport that is not well-known or popular in Taiwan. It is more popular in English-speaking areas such as England and Australia. The same as fistball, which is more popular in German speaking areas such as Austria and Germany. These culturally based reasons need to be overcome and it often takes time to promote these kinds of sports. Judo and taekwondo are two examples that took some time for being included within the Olympic programs.
The other type of sport that is hard to promote in Taiwan, the author believes, is air sport. Due to the high cost as well as space limitation, one can perceive that air sport will face more challenges in the future. This also echoes for the future of the Olympics that IWGA should be aware of that. As Cashman (2004, p. 133) 
The August 2002 Review of the Olympic Programme endorsed the view that the Olympic programme had reached its optimum size so that any expansion in 2008 could take place only at the expense of some existing sports. The commission recommended the omission of three sports: baseball, modern pentathlon, softball. The review identified a number of reasons why baseball and softball should be removed: their limited global appeal, the cost of constructing appropriate facilities and because Olympic baseball does not attract the best athletes in the sport (Olympic Programme Commision, 2002) .
Clearly, expansion is not an option for the future of the World Games, as opposed to replacement. And if we take this matter more seriously, then we need a good account of possible justifications for excluding various sports. For example: football, because it has the World Cup and therefore doesn't send its best players; boxing, because its (immoral) aim is to incapacitate the opponent; equestrian because of expense, etc. This way, we could give rationales for new inclusions, such as kabbadi, because of its great popularity in India and its simplicity, etc.
Another problem with promoting these sports for all is concerning their educational values. Obviously, all sport events listed in the World Games programs have their own typical values like fun or excitement. They are also dictated by the interests of television companies or the sponsors. But are these reasons good enough to justify their inclusion in the World Games' programs?
Obviously, Korfball has been identified as having some good educational values like gender equality/co-operation and non-violence. However, some of the existing programs still need to be reevaluated. For the long term and sustainability consideration, educational values are very important and should be considered as a priority for the justification of the World Games programs.
In consideration of educational programs in the World Games host countries, the hosting city/government should also focus on the question of how the World Games sports education can be brought to a wide range of youngsters -be it through activities on a national level or through initiatives by the Organising Committees of past and future host cities.
In contrast to the widespread regional sports club system in Europe, the sport basis in Taiwan is composed of PE (Physical Education) in schools. "In East Asia such as in Taiwan, the regional level of sport is developed not through community-based sport clubs, but through a school system" (Hsu 2008, p. 7) . Although not every student gets the chance to become a school team player (discrepancy to the idea "Sport for All"), for those sportsmen who are chosen to take part in the school team it is a great honour in Taiwan (see Ibid, p. 7). Given that these athletes are school representatives, their attitude will have an effect on others. So perhaps the first thing for the host city/nation to do is to set up more school teams based on those programs listed in the World Games.
IV. Conclusion
In this paper, I have tried to provide some key reasons to justify the World Games, particularly by using the example of the 2009 World Games in Kaohsiung, Taiwan. The reasoned justification is evaluated through critical eyes. Besides the wish of promoting sports for all in the host city/nation, for political or economical reasons, an organizing committee should also provide a clear picture for concerned citizens, such as the bidding and the overall cost, and the concrete missions of hosting the games. This raises the following questions: What are the major legacies? Who should be involved and who cares? What else can be invested for the host city/nation? In sum, building up the main stadium as well as creating a special Museum to preserve "The World Games Knowledge Facilities" can be considered equally important.
Furthermore, questions have been raised about the when and particularly about the where. From the resource integration and efficient promotion of the World Games perspective, the author suggests the best timing perhaps is right after each summer and Paralympic Games so that the existing Olympic facilities can be reused. The content of The World Games' programs have been briefly discussed and evaluated as well. For a long-term development, it is suggested that the programs should contain more educational values and more schools teams based on those programs listed in the World Games should be set up.
There has already been a transition in the twentieth century in which the global sporting system has shifted from western components to East Asian features. So there is the possibility that a future world sports system may be more multicultural. This trend brings us towards a Philosophy of "Sport for All" again, and it makes us rethink the kind of sports we need in the future. As the crowded calendar of world sport and the increasing competition between sporting festivals is likely to affect more second tier global sporting festivals, perhaps it is time for us to reconsider an issue regarding resource integration of the future Multi-Sport Mega events!
